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Critical Literacy 
Some days I wish you could be a fly on the wall in our 
classroom to see your sweet children’s faces when I 
read stories with them. Reading Stellaluna last week, a 
well-loved classic, the kids were mesmerized by the 
little fruit-bat’s sheer determination to stay alive and 
struggle to be like a bird after losing her mother. We 
also read Pinduli, another heartwarming story by the 
same author about an hyena who overcomes teasing by 
using an accidental opportunity to solve her problem. 

As a class we’re still working on our concept writing— 
explaining how main concepts in books become ‘truths’ 
as they apply to our own lives. And we’re pretty much 
in love with Janelle Cannon right now…
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Dates At-a-Glance 

10/22 1:00 Conference 
Sign-Up link goes live 

10/26 Awards Assembly 
and Crazy Socks Day 

10/29 Conference Sign-Up 
goes live at 1:15pm 

10/31: Halloween; 
appropriate costumes 
allowed (see E-Packet). 

11/30 Field Trip (Midway) 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 7 

Math Game: Sum 20! and 
Triple Digit Dare (if your 
child struggles with math, 
focus on Sum 20!) 

Spelling Words Week 7 

Inspiration 

“Creativity is nothing but 
the way to solve new 
problems.”  

~ Diana Santos 
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mailto:margit.boyesen@cardiffschools.com


Room 12, Ms. Boyesen October 22, 2018

Heroes on the USS Midway 
More information coming soon about our first field trip 
of the year to the USS Midway Museum on Friday Nov. 
30th. We’ll need parent drivers, so please stay tuned if 
you’d love to drive and are able to chaperon on that 
date. In conjunction with this field trip, I’ll be sending 
home directions for an “Everyday Heroes” project the 
kids will create in the month of November. More soon. 

Coding 
There’s so much that goes on in Room 12 that it’s hard 
sometimes to keep up with sharing! Ms. Heyer came in 
last week to teach kids about coding using our Bluebots 
(small programmable robots) and next week she’ll be 
launching code.org to give the kids a chance to learn 
coding at their own pace. To build background 
understanding, I provided a refresher earlier in the 
week about basic algorithms and programming using 
Beebot. Bluebots, however, are much more versatile, as 
they’re connected to a programming app on the iPads. 
The ultimate goal will be for the students to work in 
the app Scratch, Jr. to create their own programs. 

Have a wonderful week! ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Stellaluna by Janell 
Cannon 

• Pinduli by Janelle Cannon 

• (plus we finished Molly 
the Owl—it’s a long book!) 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• Stella 10/27 

• Isabelle 10/30 

Volunteers 

I’ll need volunteers for art 
from time to time, and 
would love to know who’s 
interested. If you are, please 
send me a quick email and 
I’ll put you on the contact 
list. There won’t be a sign-
up like Science and 
Gardening, but I’ll create a 
group email that I’ll send 
requests to for art help. 
Thank you!
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